CALL FOR ARTISTS - OUTDOOR MURAL 
CELEBRATE  150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CITY OF PITTSBURG
 
Important Dates
Call for Artists released- Wednesday, September 10, 2026
Entry deadline- Friday, October 2, 2026
Notification to artists of final selection- October 9, 2026
Meet with artist to finalize final concept and project details- as needed
Target Installation- December 31, 2026

Project Overview 
The City of Pittsburg, Kansas, is proudly celebrating its 150th anniversary this year. As part of the community-wide celebration, the City has commissioned a mural that will commemorate Pittsburg's rich heritage and enduring legacy. The mural will be displayed on a prominent exterior wall in the heart of downtown, generously donated by a long-standing Pittsburg family in support of this lasting community tribute.
The mural shall honor the businesses, educational institutions, and cultural heritage that have served as the foundation of Pittsburg, celebrating the places that have shaped our community over the past 150 years.
[bookmark: _Int_K0PZrcZS]Reference materials, including historical images, site photographs, and scaled wall drawings, are available for download at pittsburg150.com. Applicants are encouraged to review all materials before developing their proposal.
The mural should be executed in a representational style that is timeless in appearance.  The artwork should feature the community’s history and heritage. The overall design should be visually engaging from a distance while rewarding closer viewing with historical detail. 

[bookmark: _Int_Qxs5hAp5][bookmark: _Int_tU9uMpZd]The dimensions of the wall are 40’ 8” X 9’6”. In the lower center of the wall, there is an electrical access point that should not be covered. The mural should roughly be 36’ X 8’, or 9 panels each 4’ X 8’ oriented vertically.

[bookmark: _Int_mmqZ0yoP][bookmark: _Int_0bABUqB8]The City anticipates a project budget in the range of $15,000 to $17,000. Final project funding is subject to fundraising efforts. Artists should provide a preliminary cost estimate based on the proposed concept. Final scope and compensation will be negotiated with the selected artist. 

[bookmark: _Int_0P9xZaSR][bookmark: _Int_xPzWDZUK]The City will make appropriate resources available throughout the installation process to protect the integrity of the mural panels and the exterior brick wall. 
The selected artist will enter into a formal agreement with the City of Pittsburg. The agreement will address project scope, payment terms, insurance requirements, intellectual property rights, installation responsibilities, and other conditions associated with the commission.





Artist Submission Requirements
Applicants must:
· Be at least 18 years of age.
· Reside in the United States.
· Have completed at least one public art, mural, or comparable large-scale visual art project.
· Demonstrate the ability to complete projects on schedule and within budget.
· Be available for consultation with the project team during design development and installation.
· Be able to enter into a contract with the City and provide any required tax and insurance documentation.
Project Details

[bookmark: _Int_MsSXIWmI]The mural shall be produced on Aluminum Composite Material (ACM) panels, to be securely mounted to the north-facing exterior brick wall. The wall is centrally located in the downtown district and is highly visible to pedestrians using the adjacent sidewalk.

The dimensions of the wall are 40’ 8” X 9’ 6”. In the lower center of the wall, there is an electrical access point that should not be covered.  A picture of the wall is included in the attached picture deck. The mural should roughly be 36’ X 8’, or 9 panels each 4’ X 8’ oriented vertically.  

[bookmark: _Int_HsSzUwJe]The City will make appropriate resources available throughout the installation process to protect the integrity of the mural panels and the exterior brick wall.
      
Artist Submission Requirements

1. Artist statement
Provide a statement describing your experience with murals, public art, or other large-scale visual artwork and explain your interest in this project.

Requirements:
· PDF format
· Maximum of 1 page
· 11 or 12 pt font

2. Resume or CV
Provide a resume or CV highlighting relevant artistic experience, public art projects, exhibitions, commissions, and professional qualifications.

Requirements:
· PDF format
· Maximum of 2 pages



3. Previous Work Samples 
[bookmark: _Int_T5BfOvXk][bookmark: _Int_KY92ZY4L]Submit 1-2 examples of completed artwork demonstrating your ability to execute projects of similar scale and complexity. Mural and public art projects are preferred.

Requirements:
· JPEG or PNG
· Minimum 150 DPI
· Minimum 2000 pixels on one side
· Maximum File Size: 10 MB per image

For each image included
· Title
· Year Completed
· Medium
· Dimensions
· Location
· Brief Project Description (100 words maximum).

4. Concept Design Proposal
Submit a preliminary concept for the Pittsburg 150th Anniversary Mural.

Requirements:
· Multi-page PDF 
· May be digitally rendered or hand-drawn/painted and scanned
· Minimum 300 dpi
· Include approximate scale and placement on provided wall dimensions
· May be digitally superimposed on image of wall provided
5. Project Narrative:
Provide a written explanation of the proposed mural concept.
Requirements:
· 250-500 words
· Describe how the design reflects Pittsburg's 150-year history
· Explain the significance of featured imagery
· Identify how required historical elements have been incorporated
· Describe the overall narrative and intended community impact
6. Preliminary Budget Estimate
Provide an estimated project budget based on the proposed concept.
 Requirements:
· PDF format
· 1-2 pages maximum
· Itemized costs
Budget should include:
· 
2

· Artist design fee
· Artist labor
· Materials
· ACM panel procurement
· Delivery
· Travel expenses (if applicable)
· Other project-related expenses


7. Potential timeline
Provide an anticipated timeline for completion of the project.

Requirements: 
· PDF format
· Maximum 1 page
Include the following milestones:
· 
· Design Development- need to consider if there will be requests for revisions
· Committee review/revisions
· Final Approval
· Fabrication/Execution
· Delivery Date
· Installation
· Project Completion

Selection Process

The selection committee consists of representatives from the property owner, the City of Pittsburg, and the 150th Anniversary Planning Committee.

[bookmark: _Int_wPpbDcE5][bookmark: _Int_7To9HP2l]Submissions will be evaluated on artistic creativity, alignment with the project theme, suitability for the installation site, overall aesthetic merit, appeal to a diverse audience of all ages, and the demonstrated quality of the artist's previous work and experience.

[bookmark: _Int_jvHawaOa][bookmark: _Int_OcDPEadl]Finalists may be invited to participate in an interview or presentation at the discretion of the selection committee.	
The selection committee may request reasonable revisions to the proposed concept before final approval.

Rules and Terms to Apply 

[bookmark: _Int_goi3ipoa][bookmark: _Int_00TtEfqP]The selected artist must sign a contractor agreement and complete a W-9. Proof of insurance during the installation timeframe is required. Art containing advertising, logos, or copyrighted images, and political, commercial, religious, or sexual themes will not be considered. 

Complete applications should be completed online by 5 p.m. Friday, October 2, 2026.
Application Checklist
□ Artist Statement
□ Resume/CV
□ 2-3 Work Samples
□ Concept Design Proposal
□ Project Narrative
□ Preliminary Budget Estimate
□ Project Timeline
